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Sidmouth - Residents Parking Consultation 

Report of the Chief Officer for Highways, Infrastructure Development and Waste

Recommendation:  It is recommended that:

(a) the results of the consultation be noted; 
(b) the Committee approve the advertising of a traffic regulation order to introduce 

a residents parking scheme in areas of Sidmouth as described in this report, 
subject to the detailed design being agreed with the local member; and

(c) a separate consultation exercise is undertaken in the wider Sidford area to 
better understand the views of all residents.

1. Background

This report outlines the findings of a recent parking consultation undertaken in Sidmouth and 
parts of Sidford.  The consultation was undertaken following previous requests from across 
the town and surrounds, to look at different ways of managing on-street parking more 
suitable to the current needs of the town.

2. Consultation

A maildrop was conducted at the start of June 2018 seeking the view of residents in relation 
to parking problems in the town.  The consultation sought views on the extent of the issue, 
whether commuter parking is a problem and to understand the level of support for the 
provision of residents parking. 

The maildrop was sent to over 3,400 properties and focused on areas where existing parking 
concerns have been raised by residents previously, and areas where there is known to be 
limited off-road parking provision.  The extent of the maildrop is shown in Appendix I.  The 
consultation questionnaire was also available online.

A total of 893 responses were received during the consultation period, of these responses 
563 indicated that there was a parking problem in their area, 293 believed this was caused 
by commuters and 433 supported the principle of residents parking in their street/area.  A full 
breakdown of the responses is detailed in Appendix II. 

The level of support or opposition to the introduction of residents parking is indicated on the 
map shown in Appendix III.

A number of additional comments were received including requests for waiting restrictions, 
highlighting insufficient on street parking capacity, off-street parking issues, enforcement, 
safety issues, the cost of residents parking and school parking.  A summary of these 
comments is detailed in Appendix II.

Please note that the following recommendations are subject to consideration and 
determination by the Committee before taking effect.



3. Proposal

Of the 847 responses to Question 4 – Do you support or oppose the introduction of residents 
parking restrictions to my street/area, 433 (51.1%) indicated support and 414 (48.9%) 
opposed.  Further analysis shows that support for the introduction of residents parking 
increases closer to the core business area, as detailed on Appendix III.  A full breakdown 
summary by road name is detailed in Appendix IV.
 
This correlates closely with areas where private off-street parking is limited and supports the 
principle that schemes should improve access for residents without off street parking 
facilities.

It is recommended that the area in proximity to the town centre is progressed to the statutory 
consultation stage subject to further discussion with the local member.  The development of 
a residents parking scheme should also investigate and incorporate the additional concerns 
raised during the initial consultation where related to on-street parking if appropriate.

The development of a residents parking scheme will need to provide a mix of residents only 
spaces and limited waiting spaces, which should include pay and display availability for 
short-term visitors.  

The consultation area was bound by the A3052 and therefore included parts of Sidford.  A 
high level of support for the principle of residents parking was received from a small number 
of roads in Sidford.  It is therefore proposed that an additional consultation is undertaken to 
gauge the level of support for a separate zone in the wider Sidford area, to include areas to 
the North of the A3052, this will enable a more holistic understanding of local views and a 
better appreciation of whether any scheme would generate locally desired outcomes, 
including any likely displacement.

4. Options/Alternatives

The option of doing nothing has been considered but would not support the results of the 
consultations undertaken to date.

The scheme is still subject to a statutory consultation before a final decision is made.

5. Financial Considerations

It is estimated that design and legal costs will be in the region of £10,000 to be funded from 
the On-Street Parking Account.

6. Environmental Impact Considerations

The introduction of restrictions will remove commuter parking from residential areas, 
encourage sustainable travel, reduce traffic looking for parking opportunities and improve air 
quality.

7. Equality Considerations

No new policies are being recommended in this report, but an Equality Impact and Needs 
Assessment has been completed for new residents parking schemes.



8. Legal Considerations 

When making a Traffic Regulation Order it is the County Council responsibility to ensure that 
all relevant legislation is complied with.  This includes Section 122 of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 that states that it is the duty of a local authority, so far as practicable, 
secures the expeditious, convenient and safe movement of traffic and provision of parking 
facilities.

9. Risk Management Considerations 

No risks have been identified.

10. Public Health Impact

The scheme will have a positive public health impact by encouraging sustainable travel for 
commuters.  Including walking and cycling, with associated health benefits.  Supporting 
active travel, such as walking and cycling, is a key component of the Devon 'Joint Health 
and Wellbeing Strategy.

11. Reason for Recommendation/Conclusion 

The level of response from the public indicates support for the introduction of residents 
parking restrictions in the vicinity of the town centre, as detailed in Appendix III and funding 
for the scheme has been secured.  It is recommended that proposals are developed to 
enable a statutory consultation to be undertaken so that a final decision can be made on the 
implementation of restrictions for the area.
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Maildrop Area
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Q4 – Do you support or oppose the introduction of residents parking
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Sidmouth Parking Consultation

Q4 – Do you generally support the proposals?




